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Grace 84 riumphant > 


 #REACHED, IN Tus PARISH CHURCH: oF 


+ 


Sr. BENNET, GRACE-O 1U RCH-STREET 3 


On NS rA IR 12 ms. 


0ccasroned BY THE DEATH of EK 


Mr. THOMAS JACKSON. 
r the Rev. ERASMUS MIDDLETON, 
Leaurer of St. BENNET"» Grace- wren, | 


or. H E L E N 3, Viltophate-Stet, 


- Thanks" be N God, who giveth us the VACTOKY, 
through our LD JESUS CYKAST:; 1 Cor. xv. 5. 
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| Said by Vautancy: and Stuwmons, Cheapfide; * L. 
- MaThHews, in the Strand: Alſo by W. Gzar, Exchange, 
Edzaburgh; and ALEXANDER WaTs0N, Dalkeith. 1776. 
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For by Gxacn qe are ſaved, through Fair 


and that not of Soar ere ; 1. 15 e Nu [FT "W 
Sor = 


TO W. falemn; i is che 8 of the Apoſtle 
Paul to Titus, whom he made Biſhop of 


Ss Finch, for the Edification and Comfort 
of that Church ?—Theſe Things (ſaid he) I will that 


thou affirm conſtantly, that they, which have believed 


in God, might be careful to maintain good Works : 
(Tit. ii. 8.) And it is the Duty of every Miniſter 
of the Goſpel to take Care, that, as the Neceſſity 
of good Works ſhould always be urged as proper 
Fruits and Evidences of our being the Trees of 
Righteouſneſs, planted by the Lord's Right. Hand; 

ſo Faith ſhould, at the ſame Time, have it's juſt 


Prerogative, and be held forth as the proper Inſtru- 1 | 
ment, though not the proper Cauſe, of Salvation. os 


He is always, with ſpecial Heed, to demonſtrate, 
That neither Faith nor good Warks have the leaft 
- meritorious Claim whatſoever in Point of Juſtifica- 
tion; but that all muſt. be aſcribed to Grace to 
the exceeding Riches of his Grace, which is mani- 

; FY * "THe 


»# 


Crete, and left to preach and teach all 


LY 


» dad's in Kindneſs to us, through Jeſus Chriſt, For, 
if we are ſaved through Faith, it is ſtill by. Grace: 
Nori is that Faith of our ſelves; but—the Gift of Ged. 

Three Particulars, from among many others that 
preſent themſelves to our Conſideration, I will endea- 
vour, in Dependence upon the divine Aid, to en- 
large upon, and finally to, illuſtrate from the Lord's 
Dealings with our deceaſed Brother: beſeeching 
Him, to whom alone it pertains, to bleſs the whole 
to the alarming of the Careleſs to the awakening of 
the Self- righteous and to. the eſtabliſhing of Faith 
and Holineſs in the Hearts and Lives of true Be- 
hevers;—and all to the Praiſe of the Glory of bis 
Grace, who made the Epheſians, and who alone can 
make us, accepted in the Beloved. 

I. The Firſt of theſe is, The SALVATION here 
ſpoken of. 5 

II. The Second, That this Salvation iS "BY 
GRACE. | And > 

III. The T hid, That it is THROUGH F. Arr. 


1 THIS Salvation eehte ef * ds and. 
infinite; including all the Bleſſings of the ever- 
laſting Covenant. This Covenant diſplays to us the 
Mercy and Love of Gad the Fatber; the Benefits of 
the Incarnation, Life, Crucifixion, Aſcenſion, and 


Interceſſion of Feſus Chriſt ; and all the enlighten- 


ing, enlivening, and ſanctifying, Influences of the 
Holy Ghoſt. In the Poſſeſſion of *. conſiſts our 
Salvation. 3 | 
1. We are all, by Nurs, dead i in T yeſpaſſes * 
Sins, walking according to the Courſe of this World, 
according to the Prince of the Power of the Air, ' the 
Spirit that now worketh in the Children of Diſobedience 
— Among whom alſo (adds the Apoſtle) we all (Apoſ- 


jm 


1 


DO ES 7 : 
Hes and Converts) bad our Converſation in Nimes 
paſt, in the Luſts of our Fleſh, fulfilling the Defires ff 


_ the Fleſh and of the Mind; and were by Nature the 
_ Children of Wrath, even as others : But, in this Sal- 


vation, is LIFE FROM THE. Dtzap.' You batb be 
QUICKENED, % were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
and hath raiſed you up together, and made you fit to- 
gether in heavenly Places in Chrift- Jeſus. Lou are 
made alive to God, united to Jeſus ' Chriſt, and 
enabled to grow up in him, as your Living-Head, 
in a ſweet Participation of all his Bleſſings. 

2. This is a Salvation from the Guilt of Sin. We 
are all guilty and wretched; yea, our Caſe, left to 
ourſelves, is deſperate. But God, who is rich in 
Mercy, for his great Love, wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in Sins, hath adopted us 
into his Family; and accordingly another Apoſtle 
ſays, (1 John ii. 12.) I vrite unto you little Children, 
becauſe your Sins are forgiven you. So the Lord, 
ſpeaking by the Prophet Jeremiah, ſays, Twill tleanſe 
them from all their Iniquity, and will pardon all their 
Iniguities whereby they have ſinned, and whereby they 
have tranſpreſſed againſt me. And He alſo makes the 
following Proclamation, by the Prophet 1/atab; I, 
even I. am be, that blotteth out thy Tranſerefions for 
mine own Sake, and I will not remember thy Sins. 

3. The Salvation, we ſpeak of, is a Salvation from 
the Dominion of Sin. Sin has an abſolute Dominion 
over every one of Adam's fallen Race, till God, of 
his ſovereign Grace, ſpeaks the Life-giving Word, 
imparts a Senſe of full and free Pardon of all Treſ- 


| paſſes, and brings the Soul from legal Hopes and 


falſe Confidences, to an entire Dependence upon 
Himſelf alone for Righteouſneſs, Strength, and 
Victory. When this Salvation is thus induced and 
N e 1 experienced 


441 


experienced in the Souls of Believers, chough WW 
might formerly be ſaid of them, Sin 'dotb reign in 
your mortal Bodies, and ye do yield your Members 
Inſtruments of. Unrighteouſneſs unto Sin; they can now 
declare, in Lip, and Heart, and 1 the Truth of 
that Promiſe Sin $HALL NoT bave Daminion over 
you; for ye are not under the Law, which affords no 
Strength or Victory oder Sin; but under the reigning 
Power of God's Grace. Tis Grace alone, which 
makes us Conquerors over Sins and Temptations, 
and enables us te yield ourſelves unto God, as thoſe that 
ere alive from the Dead, and our Members, as Infiru- 
ents of | Righteouſneſs unto God. 
4. This Salvation reſcues from the 8988 
of din. He, that is under the Law, is under the 
Curſe. For thus it is written; Curſed is every one, 
that continueth. not in ALL Things, which are written 
in the Book of the Law to do them. Juſtice inſiſts, 
that Vengeance be taken upon the Sinner, and that 
he be caſt into Priſon, until he ſhall pay the utter- 
. moſt Farthing. But they who are Partakers of this 
Salvation, and who by Faith have laid hold upon the 
Satisfaction made by Chriſt for Sin, may, with the 
Apoſtle Paul, take up the triumphant: Challenge; 
- bo ſball lay any Thing to ihe Charge of God's Ele? 
— Mt is God bo juſtifieth. Wha is be that condemneth ? 
1 is Chriſt, who died for our Sins, yea, rather, who 
is riſen again for our Juſtification ; and, who is even 
et the Rig bi- Hand of God, making Interceſſion for us. 
Does the Law demand an Arreſt for their Viola- 
tion of it's Precepts, in Thought; Word, and Deed ? 
Behold (fay they) Jeſus Chriſt, the Author and Fi- 
niſher. of our Salvation ;, who, in our Room and 
Stead; hath magnified the Law and made it honorable. 
"0 Juſtice draw it's flaming: Sword, for the 
125 Execution | 
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e of Vengeance, and to conſign the Soul, 


that hath ſinned, to eternal Death? They point, in 


Faith, to the Lamb of God, who, by his moſt pre- 


cious Blood - Shedding, agreeable to the Terms of 
the Covenant ſtipulated between the Perſons in the 
Godhead, hath fatisfied divine Juſtice, made an End 
of Sin, brought in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and 
proclaimed a complete and never-ending: Reconci- 
lation by the Goſpel. So that, with the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, we may conclude, upon 
the moſt certain Ground of ſcriptural Authority, 
That there is, iberefore, naw no Condemnation to them 
which are in Chriſt Jeſus; and (to preyent all Abuſe 
of this Doctrine) theſe are ſpecifically: deſcribed as 
Perſons, who walk, not after ihe 2205 but ET the 
a Rom. viii. 1, &c. WE 

g. This Salvation relieves from th anxious, 63 
leſs, Fear of Death, -The Sting of. Death is Sin; for 
Death entered into the World by Sin, and hath 
paſſed upon all Men, for that all have ſinned. 


Af, Upon. this Account, therefore, all muſt die, accord- 


ing to the juſt Decree: I is appointed. unto Men once 
io die. What makes Death particularly dreadful to 
Sinners, ignorant of this Salvation, is, that the ſame 
divine Statute hath ordained, that all ſhall appear 


before the Judgement Seat of Chrift 3. (or elſe as the 


Poet ſays; I to die were all, who but would dare to die?) 
and, at that awful Tribunal, anſwer for evil Thoughts, 

idle Words, and, in ſhort, to give an Account. for all 
the Deeds done in the Body, whether good or bad. It 


is a conſcious Senſe of Guilt, which makes the Ap- 


proach of this great Day ſo. tremendous, and which 


cloathes Death with ſuch horrid and frightful Array. 


But, in this great Salvation, of which we are ſpeak- 
. ah the * of * or 1 1 is taken away, Guilt 
1 removed 
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1 ; 
removed from the Conſcience, and Peace maintain- 
ed, in it's Stead, by all Ways and by all Means.“ 
The true Believer is exceedingly comforted under 
the neareſt Conſiderations, of Death, by the ſtrong 
Aſſurances in the Word of God, that the Almighty 
Saviour hath obtained a complete Victory over Death, 
and bim that bad the Power of | Death, that is; the 
Devil; and finds a ſweet Confolation in the Re- 
deemer's gracious - Promiſe, that he will Never, 
never, leave; never, never, forſale bim. How 
encouraging are the great Deliverer's Words by the 
Prophet Hoſea ? I will ranſom them from tbe Power 
of the Graus; I will redeem them from - Death: O 
Death ! [will be thy Plagues; O Grave, I will be 
 '#by Deſtruction. The Subjects of this Salvation hear, 
believe, and rejoice; and, in the true Spirit of Chriſ- 
tian Heroiſm, take up the triumphant Language of 
the Apoſtle; (1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57.) O Death 
wbere is thy Sting ? O Grave] where is thy Vidtory? 
-The Sting of Death is Sin; and the Strengib of Sin is 

the Law : But Thanks be to God, bo gioeth us wy | 
Vitiory, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. | 
But laftly, To crown the whole, this is a Salve- 
"tion from eternal Deatb. He, whoſe Sins are par- 
doned through the Death of Chriſt, and, by Virtue 
of his powerful Reſurrection, is raiſed to Newnefs 
of Life, hath not only Grace reigning in his Heart, 
and through Grace not only obtains Victory over Sin 
and temporal Death; but carries alſo his Victory be- 
/ yond the Grave, and cannot fo mc as gong —_ * | 


2 Deaits' ee ee ict FEmMoUes 3 \ 
\ - That Mountain-barrier between Man and Peace. 
_  ?7is Faith diſarms Deſtruction, and abſokves _ | 
From ev'ry clam'rous Charge the guililgſi Tomb. 1 7 

FCC . 
| ſecond 


6 715 


2 Death.—In' the 2 fſt Chapter of the n 
tion, concerning this ſecond Death, it is thus written: 
The Fearful, and Unbelieving, and the Abominable, and 
Murderers, and Whoremongers, and | Sorcerers, and 


Iolaters, and all Liars, ball have their Part in the 
Lake, which burneth with* Fire and Brimftone; which 
is the ſecend Death. And in the 20th Chapte ar 


the ſame Book, that moſt awful Scene of 5 


general Judgement, which; to the Wicked and Un- 
believing, is the Forerunner of this ſecond: and 
eternal Death, is drawn in a very ſtriking and affect. 
ing Manner. 7 few (fays the Apoſtle) à great 
white Throne and bim who ſat on it, from whoje Fece 
the Earth and the Heaven fled atoay; aud there wwas 
found no Place fer them. And I ſaw the Dead, ſmall 
and great, ſtand before God; and the Books were 
opened; And another Book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life: and the Dead were judged aut of thoſe 
Things, which were written in ibe Books, according 10 
their Worts. And the Sea gave up the Dead, which 
were in it; and Death and the Grade delivered up 
| the: Dead which were in them; and they" were. judged 
every Man according to their Works. An Death and 
the Grave were caſt into the Late of Fire: Ibis is the © 
fecond Death. ' But he, Who is /aved by Grace, is in- 
tereſted in a Salvation, that is from Everlaſting to 
Everlaſting; and is as much ſecured to him in the 
Inſtant he is gicen to believe, as it can be at the 
laſt Day. The fame Grace, which ſaves him from 
Sin now, will fave him from Hell then, In ſhort, 
we may perceive, by what has been ſaid; that 8 
are ſaved from all poſſible Evil, and ſaved to all 
permanent Good, in this Precious Salvation of 1. 
We are ſaved from Sin, in it's Guilt, Power, and 
n We are e and made one 
11 with 


* 
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with Jeſus Chriſt; in his Life, Death, and Reſur- 
rection: And laſtly, We are aſſured of Victory over 
Death, and the Enjoyment of eternal Glory. This 
is the Purpoſe of the great Salvation, of which we 
are treating. We will now conſider the Aa of 

125 N vl to us. And this leads us to | 


II. THE ſecond Pride; we e a 
was to ſhew, That this Salvation is By GRACE. By 
Grace (ſays our Text) are ye ſaved. ' The Word 
Grace has different Acceptations in Scripture; but 

all of them may be reduced to this Point; namely, 
That it is the ſovereign, free, eternal Love, and 
unmerited Favor of the Godhead, who is the original 
Mover in our Salvation; the Spring and Source of 
all the Benefits, which we receive; and the Main- 
tainer of all Hopes and Joys in Time and Eternity. 
Grace hath no Cauſe above itſelf to excite or draw 
it forth; but ariſes merely from God's own Will 
and Pleaſure. I ſhall, therefore, for the Preſent, 
confine myſelf to this View—and conſider it 

1. AS SOVEREIGN ;—Soverelgn in Geb to 
any Choice of our own, preceding all Deſire as 
well as Deſert of our's. The Scriptures, and the 
Experience of the F Ati in all Ages, abundantly 

prove this leading Doctrine of the Goſpel. Moſes 
ſaid unto the Children of Jrael, The Lord'thy God 
bath choſen thee to be a ſpecial People unto himſelf, 
above all People that are upon the Face of the Earth. 
Deut. vii. 6. Iſrael (you ſee) was not an'elef? People, 
for any Thing in themſelves, or becauſe; they had 
- choſen God: ſo far from it, it is ſaid, They were 
more ignorant than the ſtupid Ox; and more way- 
ward than the ſtubborn Aſs; both of whom know 
| ow Owner, and their Owner's Crib. They ike 
6 b e 
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Uke the la Aſs's Colt upon the Mountains, —per- 
verſe, ſtif-necked; and rebellious. Therefore, 
Moſes adds, The Lord did not ſet bis Love upon you, 
nor cbonſe you, becauſe ye were more in Number thai 
any People; for ye were the feweſt of all People; "but 
BECAUSE the Land LOVED you, and is the faithful 
God, who keepeth Covenant and Mercy.” So that, had 
not the exceeding Riches of God's Grace been ma- 
nifeſted in a ſovereign, diſcriminating, Manner to 
them, they would have remained, like the reſt of 
the World, in their Sins and in their Blood. 
Thus, while the bleſſed Jeſus is ſhewing his match- 
leſs Love in dying for his Enemies, and the ex- 
ceeding great Privileges and Bleſſings that accrued 
to his People in Conſequence, ſo that henceforth He 
called them not ſervants, who know not what their 
Lord doeth, But Friends, for all Things that be beard 
of the Father he made, known to them; He takes 
particular Care to inform them, that all chis ama- 
zing Love manifeſted to them, and their Gratitude 
for. it ſhewn by Obedience, was wholly an A& of 
his Grace; even of ſovereign Grace, making Choice 
of them, when they were totally ignorant of him, 
and therefore incapable of chooſing him. 2 have 
not (ſays he) cHoSEN ME, but I HAVE CHOSEN YOU, 
and ordained you, that ye ſhould go and bring forth 
Fruit, and . that your Fruit ſhould remain. John 
xv. 16. And, again, when he is ſpeaking of the 
| Days of Affliction, foretold by Daniel the Prophet, 
he declares; But for the Bleis Sake, whom be 
hath choſen, he hath ſhortened the Days. (Mark 
Xili. 20.) The Apoſtle Paul, writing to the Ephe- 
ſrans, praiſes the God and Father of i our Lord Je- 
| ſus Chriſt, who: bath Bleſſed" us with all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings in -beavenly Plates in Chriſt: AecorpinG 
R Q | 8 


„ 

45 HE bath CHOSEN. us in him, BEFORE THE FounDa- 
TION or THE WoRLD, that we ſhould be holy, and 
without Blame before him in Love; having pra- 
deſftinated us unto the Adoption of Children by Feſus 
Cbriſt to himſelf, according to the good Pleaſure of his 
Will, to the Praiſe of the i or His GRACE, 
wherein be FH made us. accepte in. the Beloved. 
Eph. i. 4, 5, 6. 

Chriſtian Experience does moſt exactly agree 
with the Voice of Scripture in proving,. that Grace 
is altogether ſovereign, 1 in Oppoſition to any Choice 
or Deſert of our's. Not that I would be underſtood 
to mean, that every Pretender to Grace, full of his 
own Imagination, and without the Word of God, 
has a Claim to Chriſtian Experience, however he- 
terodox in Principle or immoral in Life; but that 
all thoſe, in all Ages, who have been bleſſed with 
the Grace of God in Truth, have by their own Ex- 
perience, uniformly confirmed the Doctrine of my 
Text. We might inſtance all the Believers men- 
tioned in Scripture ; but two or three ſhall ſuffice. 
How conſonant to Scripture, to the Analogy of 
Faith, and to Chriſtian Experience, is that delight- 
ful Song, (Plal. cxv. 1.) made and ſung (as ſome 
think) by Daniel, upon the wonderful Deliverance 
of Shadrach, Meſbach, and Abed-nego, from the fiery 
| Furnace of King Nebuchadnezzar ! And how ad- 

mirably. is it calculated to expreſs the Love and 
Gratitude, which every truly gracious Soul feels to 
it's gracious Saviour, for that moſt wonderful of all 
Deliverances, from the Fire that is not quenched, 
end from the Worm that never dies! Nor unto US, 

© Lord, or unto vs, but unto Tay NAME, give 
Glory; for thy Mzxcy, and far thy TxuTH's Sake ! 

W well adapted is this Song to the Ex- 
1 


29 

perience of the Jailor, in whom the ſovereign Grace 
of God found neither Deſire nor Deſert; for, but 
a very few Hours before Almigbiy Grace reached 
his Heart, he was, beyond his Duty perhaps, cruel 
and oppreſſive to Paul and Silas; and, but the very 
Inſtant before the Manifeſtation of that Grace, be 
drew out his Sword, and would have killed himſelf, 
bad not Paul cried out with a loud Voice, and pre- 
vented him, ſaying, Do thyſelf no Harm. I might 
alſo, if neceſſary, make a direct Appeal to the Ex- 
perience of every true Believer here preſent, and 
aſk; Does not the Doctrine expreſſed and . 20 
in this Chriſtian Song, and in the Words of our 
Text, exactly coincide with your Experience, and 
truly explain the Sentiments of your Hearts? Are 
you not ready to declare, That, had not God's 
Grace been ſovereign in it's Choice of you, you had 
never choſen God; but muſt have remained to this 
Day, wedded to your Luſts, and worldly Purſuits ? 
That it was from God's Grace alone, © preventing 
your Deſires, ſtifring up your det. and working 
« with your Wills when ſtirred up, that all holy 
< Deſires, all good Counſels, and all juſt Works 
« did proceed?” + And, in a Word, © that the 
<« whole Preparation of the Heart is alone from the 
Lord?“ 4 

2. GRACE is FREE, as oppoſed to Merit | in us. 
Perhaps, few or none have ſo ſeemingly good a 
Claim to the divine. Favor, upon the Foot of 
Merit, as the Apoſtle Paul; Ir any oTues Man 
(ſays he) thinketh, that he bath whereof he might 
truſt in the Fleſh, I MoRR. Are any of you of very 
antient and diſtinguiſhed Families? So am I. An 


„Art. 10. + Sec. Coll. at Even. Service. t Prov. xvi. 1. 
C 2 Hebrew 
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Hebrew of the Hebrews [i. e. one without any 72 | 
grading Commixture from a Gentile Race}, 75 
Seed of Abraham, of the Stock of Iſrael, of the ribe 
of Benjamin. Can any place their Truſt and Con- 
fidence in being born and brought up in an excel 
tent and orthodox Church; and in their uniform and 
exact Attendance upon all it's Rites, Cuſtoms, and 
Injunctions? So can I. I was born, and being 
eight Days old was initiated, into that Church, to 
which pertained the Adoption, and the Glory, and the 
Covenants, and the giving of the Law, and the Service 
of God, and the Promiſes ; whoſe are the F. athers, and 
of whom as concerning the Fleſh Chriſt came, who is 
over all God Kos la 155 ever. ( Rom. ix. 4, 5) þ be 


e 


in a . and conſtant ee to the en of 
God, and the Traditions of the Elders. Does any 
Man boaſt of his Zeal for God? I, through Zeal, 
thinking to do God good Service, perſecuted with 
ſteady, unrelenting, Vigor, that Church and People, . 

whom I believed to be engaged. in a direct Oppo- 
ſition · to the holy Law. Does any Man vaunt him- 
ſelf of legal Righteouſneſs ? And can he ſay with me, 
that, as touching. the Righteouſneſs of the Law, he 
is blameleſs — The Apoſtle, no Doubt, built his 
Hope of eternal Life upon all theſe flattering Con- 
ſiderations; till, in his Journey to Damaſcus, com- 
miſſioned by the Chief Prieſts, and exceeding mad 
to perſecute Chriſt in his Members, he was met 
with in the Way by free Grace, which both con- 
quered his Prejudices, and converted his Heart at 
once to the Lord Jeſus. Ever after that happy 
f | Fer iod, 


M. Is a : 


Period, whenever he ſpeaks of himſelf, and of what 
he. is, he uniformly breathes this emphatic. Lan- 


1 guage . By the Grace. of God, I am, what . I am. 


| (1 Cor. xv. 10.) I now count all boaſting -in. the 
| Fleſh, and all the Privileges, by Virtue of external 
Circumciſion, Loſs. and Dung; for, hy free Grace, 
I am of that Circumcifion, which worſhips, God in the 


Spirit, and rejoices in Chriſt Jeſus, and hath 20 Cen- 8 


Adence in the Fle 200. (Phil. lll, 36), As. the free un- 


merited GAE of GOD. was a fundamental Truth 


in the Apoſtle's own Experience; ſo it runs through 
all his: Preachings and Teachings: He uniformly 
labors to hide Pride from; Man; that none ae 


+S AS » 


— that Ns are Ps by the + ty Grace of 
God, [who hath called them with an holy Calling, 
10 according to their W orks, but according to. bis 
own * Purpoſe. and Grace which. was given. them in 
Chriſt. Feſus, before the W orld began; 15 that, not by 
Works of -Righteouſneſs which they have done, but ac- 
cording to. his Mercy be ſaved them, by the Waſhing 

, Regeneration, and renewing of the Hoy Ghoſt— 


and that, being juſtified by his GRACE, . they are made 


Heirs according zo the Hope of ee Lyfe. 2 Tim. ; 


1. 9. and Tit. iii, 6, 7 . 
3. This glorious, complete, Colne, in all it: 8 


Parts, is wholly of God's ErrtcTvaL Gx AcR, and 


quite independent on the miſerable | Efforts. of a 
corrupted Creature for its Succeſs. It is not of him 
that willeth; for Man's Will, being corrupted, 


willeth Salvation in a very different Way from what 


God has willed and revealed ; and therefore can 
never ſucceed: It is. not of him that \ runneth.; 


(Rom. 1x. 16,) becauſe, till Hz, who worketh: in 


us 
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1 to will and to do ef hir own good Plkefurr, all 
"wrought effettualh in the Heart by bis Grarte, = an 


| naturally runs in every wrong Way; not know- 


ing that Salvation is of God, who ſheweth Mery. 


Every Day's Obſervation evinces the Truth' of this 


Remark. © To paſs by all thoſe, whoſe Minds 
are warm in the Purſuit of Pleaſure, Honor, or 
Riches, and whoſe Zeal in this reſpe& hut too well 


accounts for their Ignorance of the Way of Salva- 


tion; let us enquire into the Reaſon, why others never 
attain it though they ſeem to ſeek after it. It is 


becauſe they ſeek it, as it were, by the Deeds of the 


Law; and, becauſe being ignorant of God's Righte- 
enſneſs, they go about to eftabliſh their own ; ſuppoſing 


that their Succeſs depends entirely upon their weak 


and imperfect Endeavours. They continue to pur- 
ſue the ſame Round of outward F orms and Duties, 
but, finding no Senſe of Pardon, no true abiding 
Peace in the Conſcience, no comfortable Hope of a 


bleſſed Eternity; they conclude, that either there 
is no ſuch Thing; or that all, beſides their miſer- 


able Experience, is Viſion and Enthuſiaſm. And 
theſe Perſons are generally moſt inclined to hear 
ſuch Preachers, as confirm them in their Miſtake 
of grounding their Hope of Salvation upon their 
own Will and Ability, in direct Oppoſition to the 
expreſs Teſtimony of the Scriptures. It is an aw- 
Ful State, that thoſe are in, who are thus left to the 


Blindneſs, Pride, and Self-Righteouſneſs of their 


darkened Hearts. And, if poſſible, it ſeems a yet 


more awful State, in which thoſe Preachers ſtand, 
who, inſtead of dealing forth the Ancere Milk of 
the Word of Grace, that'the People may be duly 


edified; by preaching the Law, ſeek their own Honor 
and Intereſt, and regard not the Praiſe and Glory 


tv } 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : The Lord: hath expreſsly 


ſaid, Such ſpall not profit my People. Not that ali 
are made Partakers of this Salvation, who hear the 


Word of God faithfully diſpenſed; becauſe many, 
who hear. i it, either receive it as the Word of Max; 


or do not mix Faith with it. They cannot but do 


the former, while deſtitute of the latter; nor can 
they do the latter, till God creates Faith in their 


Hearts by the effeftual working of bis Grace; (Eph. 


iii. 7.) becauſe Faith is the Gift of Gad. Therefore, 


the Apoſtle Paul, writing to the 7, beſſalonian Con- 


verts, ſays, (to the entire excluſion of their Will, 


Ability, and Merit); For this Cauſe alſo thank we 
God without ceaſing, becauſe, when ye. received the. 


Mord of God which: ye beard of us, ye received it not 
as the Word of Men, but, as it is in Truth, the 
Word of God, which. YFFECTUALLY worketh in ou 
that believe. 


The Goſpel affords. v us a very pertinent. Iluftra- 


tion of this Doctrine, i in the Inſtance of a Woman, 
who had a bodily Complaint for a long Courſe of 


Years; which Inſtance is deſigned to ſignify our 


State, as it is by Nature, polluted and in our Blood. 


She had ſuffered many T kings of many Phyſicians, and 


bad ſpent all that ſbe bad, and was nothing bettered, 


but rather worſe—— A ſtriking Picture this of the 
Blindneſs and Depravity.of the natural Heart, which 
leads us to try every Phyſician for our Souls, though 
of no Value, who will but put us upon bringing a 


Purchaſe-Penny in our Hands; and preſcribe a 
painful, tedious, Courſe. of Phyſick, Year after 
Year. In this Courſe ſhould we proceed, if left to 
ourſelves, till we have ſpent all our Money for that 
Which is not Bread, and all our Labor for that 
which ſatisßeth not, rather than ſubmit to be healed 

- by 
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with thoſe which are. It is a faving Grace, wrought 


1 

by the heavenly and infallible Pavsrcran, without 
Money, and without Price. VI ben ſbe bad” heard 
of Jisvs, ſhe came into the Preſs bebind, and toucbed 
bis Garment—and ſhe was healed of that Plague. The 
ſame Almighty Grace, which was ſovereign in making 
Choice of ber, while it paſſed by others, and free 
to her after ſhe had ſpent all and had nothing : 
wherewithal to merit, and efeual in her, to this 


Conviction, that none but Jxsus could do her 


good; I ſay, that ſame Almighty Grace muſt be no 
leſs ſovereign, free, and effeual, in all who are 
ſeved, both in curing them of every ſpiritual Malady 
and Diſeaſe, and in maintaining ſuch Health and 
Peace in their Souls, as may redound to the Glory 


of God. . r leads me to conſider, wy 


3 ul. Banur, That this tba which is 9 
Grace, is THROUGH F a1TH, and that not of yourſelves; 
it is the Gift of God. In which Words two Things 
are obſervable. '-1. That Salvation is through Faith, 
infirumentally. 2. That this ſaving F aith f is not Y | 


ourſelves, but the Gift of God. 

1. That we are ſaved through Faith—thit We are 

fuftified by Faith—and that he who believeth is ſaved ; 
are all Scripture Terms, and their Import is obvious 

to thoſe, who read and believe the Goſpel, as the 
Power of God unto Salvation. This Faith, Erbe 

which no one can poſſibly be ſaved, and through 
which every one, that hath it, is completely and 


eternally ſaved, is what the Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
calls N x Gere run, “ The Evidence of Things 


not ſeen.” It is a certain Conviction, evident 
Demonſtration, or Manifeſtation of Things not ſeen; 


bringing them to the fame Diſcovery, quodam modo, 


in 


+ c a 2 
ade Heart of a Sinner, by the Spirit through the 
Word of God; whereby he is convinced. of his Sin 
and Miſery; and of his utter Inability to reſtore 
himſelf out of his loſt Condition; and whereby, he 
not only aſſenteth to the Truth of the Promiſe in 
the Goſpalʒ hut receiveth and reſteth upon Chriſt 
and his Righteouſneſs therein held forth, for the Fj 
Pardon of his Sin, and for the accepting and AC- 
counting of his Perſon righteous in the Sight af 
God. As Unbelief is a condenining Sin; ſo Faith 
is a ſaying Grace: I hus, He that believeth is ſaved 
And be ehat-believeth! e, een of —_ HATH 
zan, Life. „ n Wot? 
2. That this Faith / is noi if * it 22 5 5 
i Cod. The Contrivance, Carrying- on, and 
Perfection of this great Salvation being ; wholly 
of Grace; the Mode of communicating: it to the 
Heart of à Sinner, with it's Evidences in a corre- 
ſponding Life of Holineſs, is in ſuch a Way, as 
not to diſparage, or rob this infinitely ſovereign, 
free Grace of the Honor due to it. The firſt Pro- 
poſitien, therefore, of the Text, bat ue are Javed 
Hy Grace, as tlie efficient Cauſe, is eſtabliſhed by its 
being, inſtrumentally and relatively, tbrough Faith,” 
and alſo by the immediately ſubſequent Propoſition, 
"That Faith is not of yourſelves; but—the GrrT-'of 
God. As there is no Merit in Works; becauſe, 
if we do any: Thing acceptable to God; it muſt 
ſpring neceſſarily from a lively Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
which only can render them good Works; and be- 
cauſe we ourſelves (as Believers) are the Workman- 
\ſbip of the Holy. Ghoſt, and are created in Cbril 
Jeſus unto thoſe good Works, which God hath before 
ordained that we ſhould walł in them: So neither is 
_w any Merit in Faith; becauſe Faith is not of 
Kr 4 cur 
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our own procuring, but wholly ihe Gtr of God. 
For although he, who believes, is pardoned; accept- | 
ed and bleſſed; yet it is not for the Worthineſs of 
his Falch; but for the Worthineſs of him in whom 
he believes, and from whom alonm it alſo proceeds 
that he does believe. The Scriptures: peak of 
Faith in the higheſt Terms; and very glotious 
"Fhings are recorded: of it im them. By Faith tbe 
apprebend that, for ubitb ius are apprebenued of Chriſt 
-Jeſiis y Faith-:we" are juſtified aß buve. Peate 
-with God, through our\ Lord eſus Chrift f= Faith 
we do. and ſuffer be Wil of God Þ Overcome the 


Morld And (what crowns all that may be ſaid of 
Faith) by or through Fairy we dre sAvnb. || But, 


were not this Faith itſelf the Gift of: God's ifrde 


Grace; all the Glory uf Faith, inſtead of redound- 


ing to the Author and Finiſber of Faith, would moſt 
rightfully be aſcribed ro the Behever, though quite 
contraty to the erpreſs Declaration of God him- 
ſelf ; w r eee a * _ wad 
nn Ji 0.0900 en 3 

** This Part of i my Text Wisdin nden audit 
two very pernicious Errors: (.): That we have 


Pour of ourſelvrs to- believe: And (.) (which is 


conſequent upon it) The Merit af Fuitbh; or, that 


wie are faved, ex condigno, or es rongrun, ſor our 
Faith. Theſe Doctrines have been long faught in 
the Church of Rome; and had they been con- 


med within the Pale of that corrupt, apoſtatized, 
Church, without aſſuming any other Garb than that 


-of Pqpiſb, it might have been ſufficient only to 

"_ hinted nen, anne ee m as they now = 
68 ir „ 9 5 jo ere (N 

| bil. il {82 Uh das bi e d hb — 

81 John v 4. * The Text. and Rom. 1. 

i 3 


e Hsabiseaf end 3 ag. many well 


meaning, unwary, People are thereby beguiled; it 
is the more incumbent. on me, as a Clergyman of 


the Church of England, and a profeſſed Subſcriber, 
6x ae to the Truth of the Scriptutes, and the 
Doctrines of the Reformation contained in our Arti- 
pry and Liturgy, to be earneſt and particular in 
warning you, how 1 contrary theſe papiſtical 


Wegen A 940 both 4, * hay dangerous a Ten: 
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6 „ e That the Dofrjnce of de OPT are what is 
generally texmed Calviniſtic, ar the. Doctrines of free Grace, as. 
contained in the Text, i. e. Salvation by Grace, through: Faith 
and that not of of, it is the Gift of GD; and not of Works, 
if any Man fbauld: boaſt ; has been very learnedly and fully 
proved in a Pamphlet entitled, The Church of England Findicated 
from thi Charge of Arminianifm ; by the Rev. Mr. Taplach ; and 
in another entitled, Piezas Oxoniemſu, written on the Expulſion 
of the ſix Students from St. Zamand« Hail, Oxford, March the 
2th, 1768. See ad Edition; I: ſhall, therefore, not enumerate 
Teflimonies: The few following Inſtances ſhall ſufn ce. 
We have erred and frayed from thy Ways like loſt Sheep 
te and there is 0 Health i 1. .O Lord God, who freſt 
6 that we put not aur Tri in any Thing that an dον t : We 
5 humbly:beſeech thee, that as by thy ſpecial Grace preventing 

« us, thou doſt put into our Minds good Deſires; ſo by * 
« continual Help, we may bring the ſame to good Effect.“ 7 
4 O Lord fram whom all good: Things do come; grant to us 
46 thy humble Servants, that by thy holy Inſpiration we may 
„ TH1xG:thoſe: Things that be good, and by thy merciful 


+ guiding may rERroau the ſame. $ Almighty and ever- 


. laſting God, who haſt given unto us thy Servants Grace, by the 
* Conſeſfion of a true Faith: . And becauſe we can do no 
good Thing without Thee, grant us the Help of thy Grace. & ' 
$6 Lord of all n and mene art the Author ee 
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dency they have to make People neglect the Means 
E on: __— or —_ L ils Sinners with: his 
* OG MARS 1 ">= 


„ £348 5111 WAGES» 
10 5 all 5 Thiogs; bas us to 77 an do * ſuch 
6c Things as be rightfu] 3 that ave, avho cannet do any Thing that 
4 1 good without Thee, may by Thee be enabled to live accord- 
& ing to thy Will,” *- „ We do not preſume to come to this 
„ thy Table, O merciful Lord, rraſſing in our own Righteouſne/c, 
© but in thy manifold and great Mercies. 1. The Condi- 
5 tion of Man after the Fall of Adam, is ſuch, that he cannot 
„turn and prepare himſelf by hit own natural Strength and good 
« Works to Faith and calling upon God: Wherefore we have 
% no Power to do good Works pleaſant and acceptable to God, 
* without the Grace of God by Chriſt preventing' us, that we may 


* have a'gvod' Will, N en avith 5 20008: we have that 


te good Mill“ e e nee „Fin i n 
"+ Juſtification [Salvation] /ioubs. Office of Goa only, and is 
1 not a Thing which au render unto him, but which we receive 


* of him: Not which we give to: him, but which we- take of 


4 him, by his free Mercy, and by the only Merits of his moſt 
7“ deatly beloved Son, our. only Redeemer, Saviour and Juſtiſier, 
$6 Jeſus Chriſt: So that the true underſtanding of this Doctrine, 


We be juſtiſied freely by Faith without Works; or, that we 


cc be e juſtified by Faith in Chriſt only; is not, that this our own 
44 Act to believe in Chriſt, or, | this our Faith in Chriſt, which 
4e is within us, doth juſtify us, and deſerve our Juſtification unto 
t us, (for that were to count ourſelves to be juſtified by ſome 
% Act or Virtue that is within ourſelves), but the true Under- 
ſtanding and Meaning thereof is, that although we hear God's 
1% Word, and believe it, although we have Faith, Hope, Charity, 


, Repentange, Dread, and Fear of God within us, and do never 
**: ſo many Works thereunto : Yet we muſt rezounce che Merit of 


4% all our ſaid Virtues, of Faith, Hope, Charity, and all other 
« Virtues and good Deeds, which we either have done, ſhall 
6 do, or can do, as Things that be far 100 awak and inſufficient; 
«© and imperftd, to deſerve Remiſfion of our Sint, aud our Tuſtifica- 
lien, and therefore we muſt truſt any in God's Mercy, and 
ei that Sacrifice which our High Prieſt and Saviour Chriſt Jeſas 


| the Son of God once offered for us e the Croſe—As St. 


T The yh and gude de. rr. 
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great: enn For when you are told: That yon 

have Will, and Power, to believe coben you 2 I 
will merit Salvatian; will you not, old, as well as 
young and middle rs beg Leaye te be excuſed 
from any particular. Attention to, Religion (like 
Felix) till a mare convenient. Seaſon 3 and make the 
Ordinances, that are of divine I, give 
Way. r carnal De 


nel gon 


6. 157 Bagtih, although 0 were o virtuous and | 
4 Fon 22 this Matter of foi Fo . 1 pot L 
people from him, and appointed them unto CBS * 
4 unto them, Bebold,  yorder. is the Lamb of Cod., which: taketh 
&  awgy'the, Sins. of the Warld : Even ſo, as great and as godly a 
_ « Virtwe as lively Faith is Jet 1 it putteth us from itſelf, and re- 

* mitteth or appointeth of unto Chriſt, for to have only by 
„ bim Remiſfion of our Sins, or Juſtification.” 80 that our 
5 Faith in Chriſt (as it were) ſaith' unto us chug ; It is not 7 
4 that take away your Sins, but it is Chriſt only, and to him 
4 only ſend Jou for that Purpoſe, forſaking therein.[as to De- 


& pendence i upon them] all your good Virtues, Words, Thou ght, 


and Works, and only putting! Ser in CHRIST Howlly 
on Salvation, Part zd. 

The Seriptures alſo abound with Proofs; 3 i or 8 will 
ſaffciently. eſtabliſh e Dodrines,i in queſtion, St. Paul, writing 
to the Philippranc,"(i, 29.) expreſoly ſays, Unto you it Given 
ro believe in Chrift. In this, he overturns that vain Conceit of 
Man's natural Ability of himſelf to believe at all, and' conſe- 


quently when he pleaſes.— And, in writing to the Romans (iv. 16.) 


hs entirely ſets, aſide the Merit of Faith, becauſe it is a Grace 
gow us of God ;_1r ir or Fairn (lays he) hat it might be or 


RACE : —Q.4. 17 Man can merit any Thing, either by the Mode © 


of receiving, or by receiving the Salvation itſelf ; then cannot 


Salvation be y Grace: But Faith is given us, that we might | 


know that both itſelf, as the Pledge, and the whole of our Sal- 

vation, as the Portion, are the free Giza of God, and wholly 
Grace from firſt to laſt. All the Communications of it to us, 

and all its Actings in us and . 1 eo Mm by aw: by to the. 
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ln Qppoſitians: then ta choſc, he arrugate o 
themſeſues a Natural Ability to believt ad to 
merit Heaven; we-conſtanthy maintain, That Faith 

l Gir Cad, and unt of the chiefeſt of all his 

Gifts; for, by it; aue enguge and withſtand) we con- 
quer and yatquith, ul ce Subtlety arid Malice of 
out ſpietust Enemies. By is de are enabled to do 

more chan c i City, namely, to ſubdue ovire 

ſelves, out on cada Defites, Cür inördmate Af. 
fegions, and vicious Inclinarions—By it, the Secret 
Thang of God care revealeda and, by a farther. Ex- 
perience-and-F.xerciſe of Faith; we learn to Know, 
ehat it s Sn nes alone which excites in. ils the Act 


oY 
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of belicying, which, Myminajes. che Ming 70 pers 
ceivt, and inclines the Will co embrace,:the. Truths 
of the Gaſpal. We, there fre with that evangelical 
Preacher of free Grate; the Apoſtle 74 er, will 
aſcribe, all rhe Hongr, Praiſe, and Power of Salva- 
That Fairy, with every other good and perſe Gift, 
is from above, and cometk down from: i Father of 
dein; who, of 'bis oy Wirt, egat us with the 
+1 bene all along hal in View de Lont's Desing 
wich che Deceaſed; his Experience being a ſtriking 
Hhaſtration of the, Triths contained in our Text. 
He was a Youth endowed with many natural good 
Quabries; ſober, induſtrious, ingeniaus: but he 
once: lived as. do others, Who know not God; till 
it pleaſed the Lord, by his ſpecial Grace, under the 
Word, to make known unte him the Privileges and 
Glories of this great Salvotian.— He was one of few 
Words: He ſpake more londly the Praiſes of ſauing 
Grace by an Uniformity of Holineſs in Life and 
Gs 7 —Converſation 


upon him; and, after ſpe: 


3 * 
[[ 225] 11 
Converſacion, tan by his Tongus. His-Glednornty | 
and Charity, as well us his Piety, Are well worthy 
the Imitation of all young People t tom lis Dig, 
in which he put dbum ab his Expeneess Hotir were, 
and on\'what Account} it appears that he denied 
himſelif many innuubut Indulgenciesp Irhad Almoſt 
Kid Nedeſſuries, in orderꝭ to give mote bbuntifully 
0 the Pobr, and: to ſudh 'Purpoſes of Charity. ub 
ſeemiedt providehtially Taft in hit; Wayiiob an 
He was taken ill on Turſday, October the »r{t 
27575, and died un the Monday Morningfollowings 
In the very Heigte of his Fever; he would ſpeak 
of his Buſineſs, and lamented mucs, chat young 
People were not more conſcientious in their Service 
and Dealings; but the Lord, who intended to cut 
ſhort the Work in Rigliteouſneſ and bring him t 
the Kingdom prepared for him frum ih "Foundation 
of the World, turned his Mind chiefly' upon! ſpi- 
ritual and eternal Matters; fo- that. — continued, 
except when the Violence of Ris Diſurder hindered 
him, to pray, and to praiſe God, and me to ex- 
hort thoſe about him. He often ſpab im Raptures 
of the Love of: Jagvs: to his Soul; and ſeemed 
much impreſſed with à Senſe of che dicadfill State, 
which the Jews andthoſe Men ate in, BE ny | 
Him. OO ener nn er teig OL Rn 
The Day beforeche ied, he: na on 
Meoſes's Return from the Preſence of the Lord, and 
upon the Glory wich! ſo ſhohe upon his Face} that 
the Children of Ifrnel Could nat Hook” ſtedfaſtiy 
ing lus upon it, he 
ſeemed himſelf to beute wwencume ih a Befiſe of 
the divine Preſeneey and fhrinking down in his Bed, 
he cryed out; O God o thou up incobieaven, 


-. * andI will follow * cannot look upon thee! 


wer | b 85 dare 
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lde bst look: upon Thee Some Time 
after, he wreſtled mightily with God in Prayer, in 
behalf of his Relations; ſaying, O Lora a 
down Rain Shower dewn Rain; that is, thy 
Bleſfings ; teach them thy Ways; and then they 
will know them, and will follow them.“ He fre- 
quently ſang; very loud and feelingly the Praiſes of 
his God. — And as the Hymns, which he ſang, 
ſtrongly deſcribe the State of his Mind; I will re- 
| peat tro or three in which he moſt delighted. Ir 
vill not appear tedious or impertinent to recite 
them, when tis recolle&ed, they were the gan Ike 
e en d 2 | 
$059'T 
Code ye Sides, a and meched, af] bun 
_ Weak and wounded, ſick and ous 5 41 5rort 
Jeſus ready ſtands to ſave ouuüu.. 
Full of Pity join'd with Pow'r., e hx 70 
Hel able, — — ——., W ent 4. bs 45 $4.35 
one W ae no more. Ca 60 
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755 1540 not Conſcience dikes you Linger 10 1. 
15 Nor of Fitneſs fondly dre m 7 19 
All the F itneſs he eee Fc i. . 9255 [4 ITE 
"las to feel your Need of him: ih aide 
This he gives you, — — — — #& FH 
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1 Come 85 why; : heavy laden, Wolli) z nog 
Bruis'd and mangled by the Bull 5 HD ads 
A0 1 00 tun til yan're better, 
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eng in er Wy 
1 your Makes proſtrate lies. 5 7 7 
On the bloody Tree behold bim; 55 1 
Hear him cry, before he dies; 1 1646 9 A 
It i 18 finiſh'd; . 955 


Sinner, will not this folfice? | e, 


100 Fh Ancürbeee Cod, ede NE bet Ae! 
| Pleads the Merits of his Blood: 2 1 


Venture on him, venture wholly; Fn 
Let no other Truſt intrude; a e 
None but Jeſuss, — an. 7 5 wy ex 

1 1 = bas aa Sinfiers good. 1 ne IF 

| He frequently expreſſed the utmoſt Satisfaction 
in the Views he had of Chriſt, as an almighty and 
an alf. ſuffictent Saviour; and would cry our; with 
ecſtacy, * Oiny Chriſt ! My Chriſt! My Saviour?” 
See (laid he to his Friends about him) thar You 
put your Truſt in none but Chriſt- in Him püt 
* all your Truſt, and in Him alone; for K l by 
« Grace ye are faved—By Grace, through Faith, 
* and'thas Faith is 10 of yourſelves,” it'ts the Gift 
* G And chen, in apparent Raptutes, he 


ſang the wrong ſhort eee & 5 l, Hymn 
: of DVI. l 8 A. 27 
BY ve . 4 8 TH * LIFE 8 += 951 


oats 3 10 d eil of Sermons, 
6 lately as about ſix Months fince ; yet the Confidetation'of the 
remarkable Imptefion it made pou this pions Youth,” à cunſi- 
derable Time before, as well as upon, the Appranch of Death, 
induced me to make Choice of it gain on the prrſent Becafion ; 
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Salvation O the Joyful Sound id nail; 
What Pleaſure to our Ears!“ ow: | 6. Þ 
A fovyreign Balm for eV: ry Wound, 80 
5 A Cordial for our Fears: . — 80 mid a4 


Buried in Sorrow; Jad: in . 25 80 
At Hell's dark Door we lay! „ 
Oh may we riſe, by Grace Os 072% 
= ſee a. heavy” nly Day - 4; 


8 bh the ae * Go 5 1 


I) he ſpacious Earth around, A 


While all the Armies of the 5 "6s Þ 
15 gt to raiſe the Sound. . 
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A very e Smile now 1 end m 
his Countenance; a Circumſtance not uncommon 
with thoſe, who die under a Senſe of God's Love 
and Favor; and a certain Indication of a peaceful, 
happy Mind. The Deceaſed was the youngeſt of 
ſeveral Children: : Some Time ſince, his eldeſt 
Brother / died in the Lord; which recollecting, a little 
before his own Death, he ſaid, O God. Thou 
4 haſt taken the Eldeſt; and now Thou art taking 


4 the Loungeſt— Grant, 0 Lord . thy Salvation to 


all the reſt.” He would often, with great Earneſt- 
neſs, appeal unto the Lord, and ſay, O Lord! 
Thou knoweſt that I love Thee . Thou knoweſt 
% how I love Thee!“ When in the Agonies of 
Death which were very great, as he was young 
and had lain but a ſhort Time; he prayed much, 
; faying, '** Lord have Mercy upen me Lord have 


Mercy upon me.“ But, between one Pang and 


another, his Countenance reſumed it's wonderful 
. and Cake and IGG, even 
when 


Goo Wi | 
when: e and\Speech failed, that Grd was the | 


Strength of bis Heart, and | bis Portion for ever. 
On Monday Morning, very early, he ſang the | 
following Hymin, which were his laſt Words Feen 3 
ng — fell aſleep in Jes. | 
11 ye e Me as Lon? 69 wt, I 
And let your Joys be Waben 1 * 55 ES 
Join in a Song with ſweet Ba e 
| And thus: . the'Throne; SOT 


The 3 ket he Mind W 
Be banifld from this Place; ; 1 | oh n 
| Religion never was ogy I eee 
nk 64 make our We eee WO SL. - 


q * N 2 e ” 


TAY 1 Bias. 1 * A. 43 ? 2 4 | of 


cond - The Men of FINN Ky found — MORE 
© Glory begun below; 123) 2 5 
Cceleſtial Fruits, on earthly Ground, 
F rom r aith and de * youre 7 e 
[1 MEMO WOMENS. :- 
| The Hill of: Tiew ods: e ER TACT '- 
A thouſand ſacred rx [1.4.3 e 115 125 | | 1 
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had ev'ry Tear be dry, c bk, . 
We're marching. thro? N Sb 2 
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Thus N a. the gbr of the Ton is the 
Dang F bis Saints] How: blefſed are the Dead 
then, that die in Him bo They are bleſſed indeed. 
| E * ſeich che 8 ö they" reſt from rbeir * 
| = > Labors, 
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Ga aud their Warks; though hdr fox be 
foro for-Mlerir, e ee ee d rey 
(3 


i LET us now Sender, * * ra heed 
offered, the Improvement which may de made, both 
from the Particulars contained in the Text, and 
from the ſolemn Occaſion of our preſent Mellita- 
tions. May every attentive Hearer be furuiſhed 
with ſuitable Hints for further proſiting from thoſe 
moſt important Fruths, Ihe Certainiy of Deatb— 
And The Glorivus Salvation from Death eternal. 

1. As I ſee a great Number of young Perſons ; 
many of whom, I preſume, were more or lei ac- 
quainted with the Peceaſed a permi mme in the firſt 
Place, to addreſs a few Mods tõ you Mel God 
the Spirit accompany them with his Bleſſing to your 
Souls !-—Yay believe, you! ſhall die You: Hhow, 


Tou certainly muſt ; But ben, you cannot tell. 


Peath i is certain, as to t ming i but uncertain, as 
to the Time of it's Approach. That it m tome 
vhile you are young; the Inſtance of our deceaſed 
; Brother has put heyond à Doubt. And WE are 
taught, by every Church - Vard, by Graves of diffe- 
rent Lengths, and by the various Ages inſcribed 
on the Tombs, that Death is no Reſpeſter of Age, 
Condition, or Circumſtance in Life but that 400 
of all Sorts muſt obey; hen he is commiſſibned to call 
them. And are you prepared to die he whole 
Context ſhews you, chat, unleſs God has quickened = 
you by his Spirit, and made You: ſpiricually- alive, 
you are, to this Hour, dead in Treſpaſſes aud Sins; 
and that, if yau die in your natural, untenewed State, 
vou will everlaſtingly ſuffer: the juſt. Pubifhmenc (i 
your. Sins in that Blace, whert the! peat, 
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by tis Gaze, brought Saluation to your Hear, and 
enabled you to deny Ungodlzneſs and worldly Laſts, 
axd to live ſoberhy, righteoufh, and gody, in this preſent 
evil World? If not; I beſeech you to ſpare a Mos 
ment from your youthful Purſuits; and permit 4 
Conſideration, which can never come too early, to 
meet you now. Reflect How you, who are hom 
into the World, deſerving God's Wrath and Damna- 
tion, ſhall eſcape—How you, who are under the 
Curſe of God F- from the Violation of his Law, can 
de pardoned, and reſtored to his Favor. The Tert 
proves, that it cannot be for any Goodneſs or De- 
ſervings in you; but wholly'of Grate: For, if one is 
better tempered, more moral, in any Reſpect more 
amiable, or of greater Parts and Accompliſhments 
than another; it is all of Grace, in a certain Senſe, 
becauſe theſe alſo are the Gifts of God. Thus the 
Apoſtle aſks, bat haſt thou, that thou didft not re- 
ceive 2.7 Tea, it is of God's mere Mercy that you 
ars alive at this Moment, while others, younger than 
you, are taken away on the Right-Hand-and on the 
Left: It is of his unbounded Goodneſs and Love, 
that you are thus providentially brought to Day, if 
any of you are ſo warned of your Danger, as to aſk 
after and find the Way of Salvation. O that the 
Goodneſs of the Lord may lead ede all, oo | 
Marten ee OW ARES oat 1 

There are two Pointe, in which Mankind 45 4 
eral, ee eee, ee 
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7775 in one Point, he is guilty of. all. Comp. with Gal. Hi. 19. 
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Firſt the putting away all Thoughts of Death as 
much as. poflible;. or viewing it at the utmoſt Diſ 
tance. And, Secondly, the Suppreſſion of every Re- 

proof, and every Conviction of Conſcience; under a 
N eglect of their Salvation, with Hopes that, as they 
are, not near ſo bad as many, and, as they think, 
much wiſer than moſt, they therefore can, at any 


Time, ſoon make their Peace with God ; or, ſhould 
Death come ſooner than they may expect, it is but 


to call upon God, who (they think) will undoubt- 
edly be merciful. I beg of you ſeriouſly ta peruſe 
what the Wiſe Man ſays in the firſt Chapter of his 
Proverbs ; and to conſider what he adds in Chap. 


xxix. 1. He tbat being often reproved; hardeneth: his 


Neck, ſpall ſuddenly be defrayed, and that without Re- 
medy, The Author to the Hebrews, who well knew 
che hardening Nature of Sin; that every Degree of 


Neglect leads haſtily on to the Commiſſion of every 


Sin; and that the Commiſſion of one Sin leads on 
to che eaſier Commiſſion of more and greater; alſo 
fays, Exbort one another ball while it is callad, To 
Dar; left any of von be hardened ene wind DE- 
CEXTFULNESS of Sin. Heb. iii. 4 ok hom 1h 
A late ingenious Writer“ has 4 the 
Truth of theſe Scriptures, and the Effects of neg- 


lecting Chriſt and Salvation by the | melancholy 5 


1 of a noble Youth, with whom he was ac- 
quainted, and whom he viſited in his laſt diſmal 
Hours. As it affords a ſtriking Contraſt to the In- 
ſtance, which has called upon our preſent Attention, 
I ſhall take leave to read it without further Apology. 

I am about to repreſent to you the laſt Hours 
"i . a Perſon of Fhigh Goth and e N ; of 1 f 
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* parts, and ſtrong Faſſions; every Way accom- 
« pliſhed, nor leaſt in Iniquiey. His unkind Treats 
„ ment was the Deatk of a moſt-amiable Wiſe; 
and his great e in COR RY 
"M his only Child. | * 
_-.- © Phe Death⸗ bed of 4 Profligare i is next in abe 
4 ror to that Abyſs, to which it leads. It has the 
« moſt of Hell that is viſible on Earth. And he 
„that has ſeen it, hes Ops Foitde to n 
4. him i in his Creed. 

_ 4. 1. was with him (an he) the Raging wie 
..% « his Death. No one was there; but his Phyfician, 
„and an Intimate wham lie lov'd, and whom he 
| 66 had ruin'd. At my coming in, he ſaid ;* 
ou, and the' Nine are come ſod late. have 
* meitber Life nor Hane. You. both aim at Miractes. 
Jon would raiſe 'the' Dead. Heaven, I ſaid, 
.< was. merciful.” Or ¶ could not habe been this. 

guilty,” © I ſaid, The bleſſed Redeemerꝰ Hold? 
$ 8 you wound m .- That 4s 120 — on N 
0 1 ſplit—1 deny'd bis Name, - 5 $ 
. .** Refuſing to hear any Thing foi mobo or rake | 
he „any. Thing from the Phyſician, he lay ſilent, as 
( far as ſudden Darts of Fain would permit; till the 
Clock ſtruck. Then with Vehemence; O3, 
© Time! Time I Ii is it thow  frould'f tbhur ſtrike thy 
© Murderer to the Heart. Ho art thou fled for ever? 
© —AMonth{—Ob,'for a Jingle Week! I aſt not for 
Tears. 7 by. an Age were too" little for \the .much IT 
babe to do.. On my ſaying,” we could not do 
« too much: That Heaven was a bleſſed Place. 
© $9 much the cworſe. 'Tis loft t Nr we {Heads 
« is to me the ſevereſt Part of Hell Pig on nn 
' 1<$60n after, I propoſed Prayer.” © Pray you 
Tos that can. Tnever ! Icannoi exe noed J. 
It 


TED 


E not Heaven on my Side already? It cloſes with 
m Conſcience. Its. ſevereſs Strokes but ſerond my 
5 0708,” His Friend being much touch'd;- even 
* to Tears, at this (who could forbear? I could 
1 not), with a moſt affectionate Lock, he ſaĩd:“ 
+ Keep thoſe Tears for THſalf. I baue untlont tber. 
Def weep for me That's cruel. What cam pain 
ne mare Here his Friend, tos muck affected, 
« would have left him.“ £ No, Hay. Thou fl 
© mayeſt hope ;—T herefore bear me. Hou madly bave I 
4 tel d?: How madly bat ibyu liſten d, and believ d? 
© But look an my preſent Srate, at a full Anſwer to thee 
4 and to myſelf. This Boch is all Weakneſs and Pain; 
* but my Soul, as'if fung up by Torment to greater 
* Strength and Spirit, is Full powerful to Reaſon'; full 
« mighty to ſuffer. Aud that, which this triumphs 
< within the Jaws of Mortality, is, doubtleſs, Iuuok- 
< TAL, And, as for a Deity, — — me an 
© Almighty could inſlict what I feel.” © 
vas about to congratulate this e invo- 
< Juntary, Confeſſor, on his aſſerting the two prime 
4 Articles of his Creed, extorted by the Rack of Na- 
ture ; when he thus, very paſſionately: No, 01 
4 Jet me ſpent un. I baue not long to ſpeak-—My ,.; 
* injur'd Friend 1 my Soul, as my Body, lies in Ruins; 
in ſcattered Fragmentsof broken Thought : Remorſe for 
© the Paſt throws my Thought on the Future. Worſe 
© dread ef the Future, firikes it back on the Paſt, 1 
turn, end turn, and find no Ray.— Didft thou feel balf 
* the Mountain that is on me, thou would'ft firuggle 
mb the Martyr for bis State; and bleſs Heaven 
for the Flames; —That is not an everlaſting Flame; ; 
j 2 bat is not an unquenchable Fire.“ 


be we were firuck}/ pet, foon after, ftill 
r more." E what a 
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* Pace of Deſpair, he cry d out:“ * My Principles 
'* have poiſou'd: ny Friend; my Extravagauce' has 
* beggar'd my Bey; my Unkindneſs bas murder d my 
Wife! — And is there another Hell? — O 'Thou 

* blaſphew'd, yet moſt indulgent, Lord God ! Holl it- 
* ſeif 15 a Refuge, if it bides me from thy Fromm. 
. Soon: ee” his Underſtanding fail'd. His 
<4 terrified Imagination utter'd Horrors, not to be re- 
Mm peated, orever forgotten. And cer theSun (which 
4 1 hope has feen few like him) arofe, the gay, 
< noble, ingenious, dec and moſt wretch- 
ed Youth expired.“ 

2. From what has been ſaid on this Subjed, 
thoſe among you, who are more advanced in Years, 
may obſerve, not only the Certainty of Death and 
the Neceſſity of this Salvation; but alſo, that 
there is no Salvation but by Grace. You know the 
common Adage; ® The Young ma die; but the 
„ Old muft.” What a Mercy is it then, that you 
are ſpared to this Day! O that the Lord 'would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to add Efe#ual Calling to his 
Sparing Mercy. (Jude 1.) According to the Courſe 
of Nature, your Glaſs is more than half run; and, 
ſhould you live beyond the common Span of three- 


ſſeore Years and Ten, and arrive at fourſcore 


Years; your Strength then would be but Labor 
and Sorrow ; ſo ſoon paſſeth it away, . and you are gone. 
In the midft' of Life you are in Death. Who can 
tell, what a Day, yea what an Hour, may bring 
forth? And can you enter upon another Hour, 
another Day, contentedly negligent and ſupinely 
careleſs, reſpecting the great Concerns of Eternity? 
Be aſſured, there is ub other Salvation than this 
ſpoken of in the T For * the Apoſtle) other 
ee TN F 1 7 TIO 
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1 l 16. 1 
Foundation can no Man lay, 1 * Is laid: (1 C or. 
iii. 11.) Nor is there another Saviour than it's divine 
Author; For, tbere is no other Name under Heaven, 
given among Men, - whereby we muſt be ſaved. (Acts 
iv. 12.) Wherefore, if you live and die in the 
Neglect of Chriſt and this Salvation; every Plea 
and Pretence will be unavailing and frwitleßß. The 
Meditations of the preſent Hour will render it im- 
poſſible for you to make any Excuſes, like theſe, 
at the Bar of God: Lord, I never heard of 
0 thy Salvation did not know, that I ſtood in 
“Need of ſuch a Salvation, or that I muſt periſh 
without it No one ever opened and explained 
„the Way of it to me; or, knowing the Terrors 
of the Lord himſelf, perſuaded me to fly from 


e the Wrath to come Or, as a Lover of my Soul, 


dealt faithfully and plainly with me; or aſſured 


<< me, that it was a Free- Grace Salvation; that my 


« Sinfulneſs, Guilt, and Helpleſſneſs rendered me 
„a proper Subject of it; that, to ſee my Need of 


« ic, was all the Fitneſs and Preparation I could 
have; and that, in the Fulneſs of it, there was 


« an infinite Sufficiency to make me happy in Time 
and Eternity.” This important Taſk I have en- 
deavoured to perform, as God enabled me; and 
therefore, if you periſh, your Blood will be upon 
your. own Heads. This Diſcourſe, and, perhaps, 


many others, will witneſs againſt you in the Preſence 
of God. I can only pray, That the Lord may make 


you ſo wiſe, as to underſtand theſe T vings, and be 
Bleſſed in your latter End! | 

3. Suffer me, on this ſolemn Occaſion, briefly 
to addreſs myſelf to you, the Relations of the De- 
ceaſed. You now appear under deep and natural 


_ Impreſſions 
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Impreſſions: of Concern. Whether that Concern 
ariſes from the Loſs of your beloved Relation; or 
whether you are terrified by the ſudden and unex- 
pected Arrival of Death within your Home, and 
ſo near yourſelves; or whether you have fo neglect- 
ed the Salvation of your Souls, as to pur the 
Thoughts of Death far from you; God only know. 
Time will ſhew. If your Concern ariſe only from 
one of the former; in a little Time, if you are 
ſpared, you may be able to drown it, and forget 
the preſent alarming Cauſe :—You will return to 
' your Dreams of golden Vanity, and to the eager 
. Purſuit of that too much wiſhed-for Period of 
Folly, when each of you (like the Fool upon Re- 
cord) can ſay 40 your S¹⁰i; Soul, thou haſt much 
Goods laid up for many Years :. take thine Eaſe, eat,. 
drink, and be merry. If it be the latter, and the real 
Work of God's s Spirit on your Hearts, it will ſoon 
appear in your giving up the pleaſing Allurements 
of -Fleſh and Senſe, and by your counting ALL 
- Things but Lofs, for the Excellency of the Knowledge 
, Chriſt Jeſus your Lord. This Knowledge you 
will moſt diligently and unremittingly ſeek after, 
in the Uſe of all the Means of Grace, and will be 
enabled to ſay; For ny Lord and Saviour's Sake, 
am ready to ſuffer the Loſs of all Things; and do 
count them but Dung, that 1 may win Cbriſt, and be 
found in him, not having mine own Righteouſneſs, 
- which is of the Lato, but that which is through the 
Faith of Core, "the Righteouſneſs WW is . hr God by 
. 5 6.3 1 
I have only to Lens That PIR comes by 
Chance; but that there is a Dehn, as well as a 
| Owen in every Diſpenſation of Providence. What 
N F 2 „ 


* 


"ARS - 6 tio 
* " "is 8 * — 5 " 4 Pig T oy = 5 1 " _ 
_ — — 4 ww 4 s . * n Bret ai: en We PRES K. n 
- has * * Ae . PER; 4 Lab 
* * NN L &. ets Lo * n at - 7 
8 * * 4 . "0 « 
. 
wu". » » 7 2 ö —— 
% ** S e 1 2 you 8 1 I * 


8 OE] before His Those in args kf 


1.38 1 


the Voice of the bt Diſpenſation ſpeaks to you, 


in particular, is; Be ye. alfo ready for the Lord will 
come, at an Hour, when ye think not—and, ſee that 
de na longer negle ſo great Salvation. Should. you 


ſoon forget the Cry of Wiſdom, and the preſent me- 


lancholy Sound of mourning Woe; yet remember, 


that all thoſe dying Prayers, Exhortations, and moſt 


affectionate Warnings and Counſels; which you 
heard from the Deceaſed, will witneſs againſt you. 


Conſider him, though dead, as now ſpeaking to you, 


and ſaying © O my Brother! My Siſter ! My every 
« Relative, and Friend | Death came, in ſome 


< Meaſure, ſuddenly to me, and at a Time of Life, 
when I had as little Reaſon to expect him, as ſome 
4 of you, and poſlibly leſs; But, bleſſed be God, 


<«. he found me in Chriſt, and intefeſted in his com- 
ce plete and everlaſting Salvation! What, think you 
5 1s all, that the World calls great and good, now 
ce to ne? Before to-morrow, it may be of as little 
«. Worth to y. Flee, therefore, flee to the Lord, 
& and ſue for Salvation By GRACK, ina cloſe Attend- 
* ance on the preached Goſpel ! Our Parting, in- 
<« deed, was attended with much Grief on your 
Side; but, ah! what was that, compared with 
the Ocean of Miſery, which muſt be your end- 
«< eſs Portion, if you die without Chriſt and with- 
out his Salvation! But, if by Grace ye are ſaved, 
though you then had Sorrow, O think of the Joy, 
chat will take Place at our Meeting again! Part- 


ing ſhall then be no more; but, to all Eternity, 
„ ye ſhall j join in ſinging Hallelujahs to the great 


+ HREE- ONE, in Company ele 
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4. In the laſt Place I would. improve this Subjekt 
to . Encouragement of all thoſe, who are ſerioum 
in their Inquiries after this wonderful Salvation. 
Has the Lord put a Cry in your Hearts hat ſball 
T do to be ſaved? He now anſwers you, by ſending 
to you tbe Word of this Salvation. (Act. xii. 26). A 


Proclamation: of a free: Salvation, (Iſaiah Ixii. 111) TY 


which is, in itſelf and in all its Parts, a glorious Diſ- 
play of ſovereign Gn ace !—of the Riches of Grace 
yea, the exceeding. Riches of Gr act | It is manifeſt- 
ed in Kindneſs towards you, through Chriſt Jeſus, by 
every kind Invitatian, Argument; and Perſuaſion, 
which may induce you, through his own. Operation, 
to honor God by believing the #ord. of: it, and by 
enjoying all it's Blefings ſpiritual and eternal. This 
Diſcovery. of the Glory of God and all his divine 
Excellencies, in this Way of ſaving Sinners, is made 
unto Faith alone; and by it alone it is embraced. 
So that Faith reſting upon the YHord, of this. Sahos- 
tion as its Subjef, and upon God as the Object, will 
__ remedy all your Complaints, will ſoften your hard 
_ Hearts, bring into them a ſweet and evangehecal Re- 
pentance, and finally eſtabliſh them in perpetual 
Peace. It will conquer all your Doubts and Fears, 
ſubdue all your Murmurings and Repinings, and 
enable you per/everimply to glorify God. It will fill 
your Heart with Love and grateful Acknowledge- 
ments to God for his Love to you; will inſpire you 
with Zeal to maintain good Works, and to render 
univerſal Obedience to his hely Will; and, through 
all the aboundings of Affliction, will yield frong Con- 
ſolations in the ſuperaboundings of Peace and Joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt. O that it may now be given you 
to believe in God, that you may glorify him for your 


Salvation; 
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Salvation; till Faith! be changed i into Sight, Hope 
through Grace into Fruition, and Love receive it's 
higheſt Exerciſes: and Endowments 1 in n the erz 
W e 2 of eternal Bliſs! es 
-» 5. To conclude. From what has 5 laid, al 
"of us, who are intereſted in this SaLvaTION, may 
fee, what enduring and ſatisfying Grounds of Peace 
and Joy, and What a ſovereign Antidote againſt the 
Fear of Death, and all other. Fears from Earth or 
Hell, it affords; it perpetuates, and enſures. | Not 
only the Inſtahce of the Deceaſed;/ and many others, 
of whom we frequently hear; under ſuch Atteſta- 
tions as leave no Room for Doubt; but the Scrip- 
tures themſelves abound alſo with Proofs of the 
Conqueſt of Death, and the ſure and ſafe Arrival 
of the Faithful in eternal Reſt. None is more 
: ſtriking and pertinent to my Purpoſe than the Song 
ef Moſes. Exod. xv. 16. Fear and Dread ſpall fall 
- pen them; ¶ i. e. upon the viſible and inviſible Ene- 
mies of the Ele&] by the Greatneſs of thine Arm, they 
Hall be. as ſtill as a Stone, till thy People paſs over, 
0 Lon; till the People paſs over which thou 
vat PURCHASED,; The Children of Jſrael were 
à People typical of the true Church of God for 
ever; (Gal. vi. 16.) and their peaceable, eaſy, and 
ſure Walk through Jordan, was emblematical of 
the quiet and ſafe Paſſage of the Redeemed of the 
Lord through the River of Death: And this moſt 
gracious Promiſe, replete with every Comfort, not 
only reſpected the Certainty of the Children off 
Jfrath, inheriting the Promiſed Land and enjoying 
all it's Bleſſings, by the ſure Guidance, of Jaſbua; 
but is truly figurative likewiſe of our JobHuA, or 
J ESVS, Who hath ſtepped: into the Ford before us, 
and 


and bears us through the roaring Tide, always with 
Safety, and often without Fear. When we need 
him moſt, He is ſpecialy preſent with us, to 
ſtrengthen our Hearts, and to calm and make plea- 
fant all the mighty Swelling of Jordan. (Jer. Xu. 5.) 
The Children of Iſrael were comforted through the 
Wilderneſs by Faith in this bleſſed Promiſe ; nor 
did they hope and believe in vain: Not one In- 
dividual was loſt, or confounded ; for all the I\radlizes 
paſſed over on dry Ground, until all the People were 
paſſed clean over Jordan. (Joſh. iii. 17.) And 
was God faithful and true in the Type; and will 
he not be equally ſo in the Antitype? He cauſed 
Fear and Dread to fall upon their powerful, and 
almoſt innumerable, Enemies; and, by his omnipo- 
tent Arm, then bared in their behalf, every Adver- 
ſary was made as ſtill as a Stone, till all the Redeemed 
were put into Poſſeſſion of their promiſed Inherit- 
ance. So ſhall it be done unto all the Seed of the 
Promiſe, to the End of Time, and till ALL the elect 
People of God are ſeated in their Manſions within his 


Canaan above. Rejoice then, O ye RansomeD of be 


Lorp! Return, and come to Zion with Songs; and 
everlaſting Joy ſhall be upon your Heads. Believe 
and rejoice in HIM, who is your SALVATION and 
your Gloy And be affured, that the Cara 
of your Salvation, who goes: before you in all your 
Temptations, Trials and Sufferings, will be more 
particularly preſent with you, when you paſs through 
the Valley and Shadow of Death, to ſubdue Unbelief, 
to ſtrengthen every Grace, to rebuke the 7 empter, 
to take away every Terror, and to make every 
Enemy as ftill as a Stone. A ſure and glorious, if 
not an eaſy, Entrance ſhall be miniſtred abundantly 
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Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; where the Church militant, 


joining thè Church triumphant, ſhall ſing be Song f 


Moszs and the Liams, and ſay, Great and marvellous 
are thy Murts of Grace Lord God Almighty - Juſt 
and trus urs thy Ways of Salvation, O'King of Saints! - 


MII Praiſe, and Honor, and Glory, and Power, be unto 


— nee the Throne, and unto the Lamb 
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